; 


Races 


I’ve won, I’ve won! A big moment in the life of Chris- 
tine Horth, 12, of Meldreth Manor School, as she 


waves happily to her schoolmates. 


Christine, whose 


home is in Essex, came first in two events. 


Leslie Coleman, aged 16, from Dover, who attends 

Dene Park Further Education Centre, limbers up in 

the water before his event, determined to show that 
handicap is no bar to enjoyment of sport. 


The - 
Spastics 


of success from the swimming gala for spasties 


tre. And no wonder, because Isobel had just forged 
home for her second big win of the day. 


More pictures and a full report of The Spastic Society’s swimming gala on centre pages. 
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s | Kim meets “a lovely lady” 
—and her wish comes true 


How a parent copes... 


Living with a spastic 2 
Focus on Castle Priory— 
modern study in an 
historic setting. 3 
Courageous Christine 
says anybody CAN do 
anything. 9 
Splashes from the Spas- 
tics Pool. 5 
Money makes a_ dif- 
ferenee says famous 
Christy Brown. 4 
Can dogs aid the dis- 
abled? 12 
How will VAT affect the 
Marie tyee: fate ire oaths 10 
Mail order clothes for 
handicapped ......-+-... 8 


A picture of a wish 
coming true as 13-year- 
old KIM BARKER 
meets H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Kent, Patron 


of The Spastics Society, 
at the Royal Albert 
Hall, London. 


Kim, who attends the 
Society’s Thomas: Delarue 
School in Tonbridge, Kent, 
was chosen to present the 
bouquet when the Duchess 
attended the Royal Gala 
performance by Miss 


Joan, Sutherland on Fri- 
day February 23. The Gala 
was being held in aid of 
the Stars Organisaton for 
Spastics, and was such a 
resounding success that 
£13,000. was. raised. 

The wish coming true? 

When the Duchess of 
Kent visited the Robert 
Jones and Agnes Hunt 
Hospital in Oswestry, 
Shropshire, last October 
a young patient watche 
wistfully as she talked to 
some of the children in 
her ward. It was Kim. 
“I thought she was. a 


lovely lady, and how nice 
it would be to meet her,” 
says wheelchair - bound 


- Kim, a spastic youngster 


whose home is at 18 Kirk- 
stone Avenue, Warring- 
ton, Lanes. “I was abso- 
lutely thrilled to be 
chosen to present the 
bouquet.” 


Picture below shows the 
Duchess of Kent and Miss 
Sutherland sharing a happy 
moment after the concert. 
We don’t know what is 
amusing them so: much, but 
this is one of the jolliest 
pictures we have ever prin- 
ted! 


A million mini 


messages 


for 


Spastics Week 


A MILLION little yellow envelopes will carry a 
message from spastics into a million homes 
during a massive programme of house to house col- 


lections for Spastics Week. 


The envelopes, which 
have been especially de- 
signed for this year’s Spas- 
tics Week from April 29th 
to May 5th and are available 
to all local voluntary groups 
serve a double purpose. Not 
only are they collection en- 
velopes for donations from 


generous numbers of the 
public, but they are also 
information leaflets, and 
manage to compress a great 
many of facts about the 
needs of spastics into the 
minimum amount of space. 

Said a spokesman from the 
Society’s Spastics Week organi- 
sation office: “The new enve- 
lope is an improvement over 
the previous one in two re- 
spects. Althcugh it is bigger 
and though paper prices have 
risen sharply in the last few 
years, it is substantially 
cheaper. Secondly, the -head- 


line on the front of the enve- ~ 


lope (From your local spas- 


Cont. on Page 12 


Director will 


advise on 


£3 million aid 


MB. JAMES Loring, Dir- 

ector of The Spastics 
Society, has been invited to 
serve on the Consultative 
Committee set up by the 
Joseph Rowntree Memorial 
Trust which is administer- 
ing the £3 million fund made 
available by the Government 
to aid congenitally handi- 
capped children. and their 
families. 


tse 


More Information for 


Seottish 


For two years actress Stephanie Voss, a keen mem- 
ber of the Stars Organisation for Spastics, has been 
busy crochetting squares for a bedspread. She does 
the work in spare moments between rehearsal ses- 
sions and stage appearances. When the bedspread 


is finished it will be auctioned in aid of the S.O.S. 
Picture by courtesy of Norwich Mercury 


disabled 


THE Scottish Information Service for the Disabled 

‘has been organised under the auspices of the 
Scottish Council of Social Service with advice from a 
panel of the Scottish Committee for the Welfare of 


the Disabled. 


The aim of the Scottish 
Information Service for 
the Disabled is to provide 
infermation regarding 
equipment, services and 
facilities available to the 
disabled in Scotland. 
Enquiries may be made by 
those professionally con- 
cerned, by the disabled 


Second time 


{ Al ir 
at Air Fa 
HE Friends of Phoenix 
Centre for spastics at 
Farnborough, Kent, are hoping 
that they wil] repeat their fund- 
raising success of last year, 
when they take part in the 
1973 Biggin Hill Fair in 
May. 

Space on the ground has 
been allocated to the Friends 
to raise money for the Centre, 
and this is the first time that 
a charity has been given this 
concession in successive years. 
At the Jast Air Fair, £2,000 was 
raised towards the costs of the 
new centre, by organising a 
fun fair for children. 

Said a spokesman for The 
Spasties Society’s fund raising 
team: “The Air Fair organisers 
have granted this concession 
for a second time because they 
were impressed by the way the 
Friends of Phoenix worked so 
hard to make their effort in 
1972 so trouble-free and con- 
structive.” 

The Air Fair will be held on 


the 18th, 19th, and 20th May: 


themselves, and by their 
relatives. 


The Information Service for 
the Disabled in Scotland is 
run on a subscription basis 
for the benefit of local author- 
ities, hospitals, voluntary. or- 
ganisations, those profession- 
ally concerned with the handi- 
capped and other interested 
individuals. 

Up-to-date information is 
sent to all subscribers at bi- 
monthly intervals, and any em- 
ployee of a subscribing organ- 
isation is entitled to use the 
service. Enquiries from the 
general public are answered 
free of charge. 

Enquiries should be addres- 
sed to Scottish Information 
Service for the Disabled, Clare- 
mont House, 18/19 Claremont 
Crescent,, Edinburgh, EH7 
4QD. Telephone 031-556 3882. 


WRITTEN BY 


nothing for himself, and in spite of all the heartaches and difficulties, 
the boy has been looked after at home by his parents. But at what 
cost, particularly to his mother’s health? In a disturbing, but touching, 


article, his outspoken father describes .. . 


Living with a spastic 


(‘HERE'S only two 

choices open. Put 
the handicapped child 
away, or keep him with 
you. If you keep him, as 
my wife and I have, 
you'll suffer heartache 
and despair watching 
your child struggle with 
its own handicap; you'll 


feel depressed, frantic, | 


and sometimes frighten- 
ed . . . you'll be filled 
with conflicts ambiva- 
lance, worries, resent- 
ments. You'll find your 
emotional bank balance 
constantly depleted. 
Sometimes you'll feel a 
surge of optimism as 
some point of progress 
seems to appear. Then, 
when disappointment 
follows you'll be more 
bitter, more depressed 
and emotionally washed 
out. 

In a bhasie sense, the 
handicapped child needs 
more protection than a 
normal child. More care 
and attention despite the 
fact he’s strapped into a 
wheelchair; he will require 
more demonstrative affec- 
tion, since a show of affec- 
tion is a means of com- 
munication where speech 
isn’t. 


Closer 


Some husbands and 
wives will come closer to- 
gether in their misfortune; 
others will find an increas- 
ig strain put upon their 
relationship. Both may 
feel that their own inade- 
quacies are on show to the 
Outside World. A spiritual- 
vitamin deficiency sets in. 
External pleasures  to- 
gether are few and far 
between; one eye must be 
kept on the clock, and 
there is nagging anxiety 
for the handicapped 
person back home. There 
is a shortage of neutral 
places wherein to recharge 
one’s emotional batteries, 
to obtain a renewal of 
strength for the increas- 
ing tasks which lie ahead: 
For even handicapped 
children grow into men 
and women. 

Our lad Barry is almost 


ITS READERS 


‘(YRBIT’ is the name of a lively magazine produced by spastics 

for spastics in the Midlands. Contents include reports of the 
various Further Education Classes arranged for local adult spas- 
tics, details of Club activities, poems from Carlson House School 
and a puzzle page. 

The latest issue gives an interview with a lady who is still 
working voluntarily for the Midland Spastic Association after 26 
years. Another interesting item is the second article in a series 
by spastics who live by themselves. It describes the budgeting 
and accommodation problems of a young married spastic couple. 

Bernard Bate, the editor of ‘Orbit’ was recently elected to the 
Council of the Midland Spastic Association — the first spastic to 
serve on the Council since it was formed 26 years ago, 


23 years old, but because 
of his helplessness we are 
still apt to think of him 
as a child. Often the faith 
and spiritual beliefs of 
parents are shattered. Why 
us? is the question. What 
have we done to deserve 
this? Whom have we offen- 
ded? 


Some parents may feel . 


embarrassment or shame 
as well as love and pity 
for their disabled  off- 
spring, An ambivalance 
may set in. Sometimes 
marriages break down. 
Sometimes other children 
in the family become ne- 
glected, and have to take 
second place. Many par- 
ents envy the comparative 
freedom enjoyed by rela- 
tives, friends and neigh- 
bours. Perhaps the worst 
aspect of all, to a large de- 
gree shared by most par- 


-ents of handicapped de- 


pendents, is the feeling of 
loneliness: To feel like 
‘outsiders,’ not able to 
participate in social activi- 
ties within the community. 
There is—especially for 
the mothers—a deep feel- 
ing of isolation, 


Dreams... 


It’s not as if the parents 
realised their child was dis- 
abled immediately at birth. 
From the time of its con- 
ception, through the long 
months of pregnancy, and 
often into the first months 
of its separate existence, 
plans and hopes and 
dreams are woven round 
it. One dotes upon a fic- 
tion of miniature perfec- 
tion, never realising that 
the tiny mite is doomed to 
a life of wheelchair im- 
prisonment. 

When a_ handicapped 
child is born to you, you'll 
find that there is a tread- 
mill of perpetual labour; 
you'll find that you have to 
forfeit so much of your 
own energy, ambition, 
privacy .....the whole of 
family life can fall casu- 
alty. The problems arising 
are numerous, financinal 
burdens especially. Special 


foods to buy, special aids 
for comfort. Extra cloth- 
ing, fuel bills even in 
summer, trying to run a 


car with its ever increasing - 


costs — a car which be- 
comes a necessity rather 
than a. luxury if parents 
and child are not to be- 
come completely house- 
bound. 

Indifferent governments 
make few allowances for 
such — despite the fact 
that it costs upwards of 


£30 per week to keep han- . 
_ dicapped persons in resi- 


dential care. _ 


: The burdens 


‘It is the mothers, people 
like my wife, who suffer 


the deepest strains as a re- 
_sult of constant unbroken 


contact with the person 
who must be nursed. For 
her, no “clocking off” at 
a given time. Yet these 
women invariably postpone 
personal remedies until 
complete collapse sets in. 
The hidden reserves of 
energy they have are truly 


amazing, but it is energy- 


which feeds on itself. ; 

The lifting ana carrying of 
the victim, the spoon-feeding 
and dressing, the toileting and 
bathing, the changing of nap- 
pies several times a day (even 
with our lad, Barry, turned 22 
years old). Most of these tasks 
fall upon the mother, while the 
father is out at work. Barry’s 
condition deteriorates with the 
years, but because we live close 
to him perhaps we don’t see 
the deterioration as much as 
outsiders do. His life expec- 
tancy can be as short as to- 
morrow; on the other hand, he 
may outlive his mother and 
myself by years. 


Total eare 


He weighs five and a half 
stones, and if we could pos- 
sibly straighten his crooked 
back and limbs he’d measure 
in the region of five feet five 
or six. He can’t walk, talk, sit 
up unaided, use his arms and 
legs or hands to any purpose; 
can’t feed himself, toilet him- 
self, or even turn himself over 
in bed. Someone has to sleep 
alongside him every night to 


ease his position when he 
whimpers from bed soreness. 

Yet, from what can only be 
described as living debris, 
Barry shines out through it all. 
In repose he’s a good looking 
lad with well-shaped features, 
thick curly hair, brown eyes. 
Eyes quick to brim with 
laughter as well as tears of 
frustration. 

My wife’s eyes often brim 
with tears, too. : 

Does one hope? Of course 
one does. Perhaps secretly for 
that relief which comes in 
death, perhaps for cure and 
normality. Without hope there 
is nothing; but the hope looks 
for miracles and deep down 
you know that such miracles 
are mirages which contain no 
substance. The one tangible 
miracle which remains is that 
of a mother’s love and tenacity 
of purpose. This remains. 

Men like me, we feel the 
strain of things. But we can 
get away from it for a while. 
But not our wives. They are 
imprisoned on the treadmill of 
tied routines; for them, the 
heaviest burden. 


Victims 

Net for them the reward of 
end-product’ recovery in ex =; 
change for the long years of 
loyalty, love and nursing... , it 
is the women, the mothers, who 
are the innocent victims. And 
they are mostly uncomplaining, 
seeking no reward on earth or 
in Heaven. Often against fear- 
some odds, these women like 
my wife carry on. Often one | 
feels that they are carrying out 
their tasks without government 
assistance, but in the faee of 
government and local authori- 
ties’ obstacles. 

The house we live in is a 
large family house, very large 
indeed. But three separate 
branches of the family occupy 
each floor. Our floor—my wife’s 
and mine—is the top storey. 
This is entirely unsuitable for 
Barry to use as a sitting room, 
because there are so many 
sloping eaves which shape the 
room. We approached the local 
authorities for a house-conver- 
sion grant which has been so 
widely advertised; we asked 
them if they would “span” 
the top roof on a “dutch barn” 
principle, in order that my 
wife, Barry, youngest son and 
myself, could have some de- 
gree of family privacy. 
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If the word “Spinster” conjures up a vision of a middle-aged lady in dowdy tweeds 


and sensible shoes, then forget it, for this galaxy of dishy birds are the ‘spinsters 


of Preston, Lancashire. 


in aid of spastics. This year’s event was at 
the Preston and District Spastics Society. 


They are pictured at the town’s annual “Spinsters’ Ball” 
tended by 280 people and raised £150 for 
Photo by courtesy of Lancashire Evening Post 


ARCHIE HILL has a severely-handicapped spastic son who can do | a 
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cus On = 
astle Priory 
Spastics News reports | 
on the vital work of 
the Society's Staff ~— 
“Training Gollege ss 


Lawrence Coff, Queen Mary’s Hospital for Children, 
Carshalton; Josephine Lynch, St. Vincent’s School for 
the Blind, West Derby; Barbara Law, Meldreth, and Jan- 
ice Gage, Meldreth, stroll in the riverside gardens while 
awaiting their interviews for the Houseparents’ Course. 
With them, second from right, is Tim Prince, driver 
from Meldreth, who came along as an observer. 


at work in the library. 


Houseparents interviewees, Lawrence Coff, Barbara Law 
and Janice Gage relax around the beautiful common 
room fireplace. 


Students on the Child Development Course for qualified subnormality hospital nurses 


~~ 


Mr. R. S. Johnson, Senior Tutor, Castle Priory, Mrs. J. W. Knowles, the Principal, and Mr. A. W. Brown, Headmaster of 
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Meldreth Manor School, interview Barbara Law, a prospective candidate for the next Houseparents’ course. Miss 
Law is now working as a housemother at Meldreth, the Society’s pioneering school for handicapped children. 


Historic setting for modern 


(JASTLE Priory was 
opened by The Spas- 
tics Society in 1965 to 
provide training for its 
staff personnel. Since 
then, the scope of its 
activities has been 
greatly expanded, and it 
offers seminars. and 
courses on widely differ- 
ent aspects of the educa- 
tion, care, treatment and 
training of handicapped 
adults and children. 


The College is situated 
in a stately Georgian man- 


Students on the Nurses’ Course, D. J. Hughes, Charge 
Nurse, Hansol Hospital, S. Wales; 
‘Sister, Mildmay Mission Hospital, Hackney; and David 


sion on the banks of the 
river Thames at Walling- 
ford, Berkshire. The 
house was built in 1759, 
probably on the site of an 
earlier Manor. House, by 
Mr, Justice Blackstone, 
author of “Commentaries 
on the Laws of England.” 
This work had great influ- 
ence on American legal 
procedure after the Dec- 
laration of Independence, 
and Castle Priory is fre- 
quently visited. by US. 
fae with an interest in 
aw. 


The house soon passed 
out of the hands of the 
Blackstone family, and a 
succession of owners fol- 
lowed, including the Nat- 
ional Union of Railway- 
men and the Co-op, before 
The Spastics Society took 
over the building in 1964. 


Attractive 


The main common 
room has tall windows 
looking out over well-kept 
lawns to the river, -and 
recently afforded a grand- 
stand view of the Oxford 
crew practising for the 
University Boat Race. This 
room has an elegant Adam- 
style fireplace, complete 
with original 18th cen- 
tury grate. 

The dining room is also 
most attractive, with a 
moulded plasterwork ceil- 
ing, in the centre of which 
is a painting by an 18th 
century Venetian artist, 


R, Leinster, Ward 


Clements, Charge Nurse, St. Catherine’s Hospital, Don- 
caster, Yorks, gather in the coffee bar for a friendly dis- 


cussion, The coffee bar was converted from part of the old . 
cellar and decorated by past students of the college, 


representing the Goddess 
Flora. The furniture of 
the house is a mixture of 
periods, carefully chosen 
to blend with the archi- 
tectural style, 


The courses 


In these delightful sur- 
roundings, study courses 
are carried out with a 
minimym of formality. At 
the time of our photo- 
grapher’s visit, a sandwich 


course was in progress for 


qualified nurses in sub- 
normality hospitals. The 
theme of the study was 
Child Development — de- 
signed to give students 
some background know- 
ledge of the basic prin- 
ciples of child care, child 
development, ideas on 
play, and training for 
daily living skills. 

The course is divided 
into two separate month- 
long residential periods at 
Castle Priory, with a six- 
week interim, during 
which the students resume 


Contd. on Page 4 


for a meal beneath a-magnifi- 


studies 


Mrs. Penny Buckland, a 
member of Castle Priory’s 
administrative staff, shows 
a typical bedroom to Rose- 
mary Bell, an applicant for 
the Houseparents’ Course. 


- Priory 
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Castle 


Contd. from Page 3 
their normal hospital 
duties. r 

At the same time as the 
nurses were pursuing their 
studies in the library, the 
Prncipal and Senior Tutor 
were interviewing appli- 
‘ants for Houseparents’ 
Courses, scheduled to run 
from September, 1973, to 
December, 1974.  Appli- 
cants are expected to have 
had some experience, pref- 
erably a year or more, of 
looking aiter handicapped 
people. 


Child care 


One course will be for 
child care students, the 
other for those interested 
in the care of adults, and 
the two will run concur- 
rently. Approximately, 30 
weeks of the course will 
-be spent in practical work 
at schools and centres. 

Training for  house- 
parents and subnormality 
murses are among the 
longer study sessions pro- 
vided at Castle Priory, but 
about 40 other short 
courses are held there 
during the year, dealing 
with a wide variety of 
topics connected with the 
care of the handicapped. 

These include regular 
Induction Courses for 
newly -appointed mem- 
bers of Spastics Society 
staff, in which they learn 
about all aspects of the 
Society’s work. 


Anne Plummer 


Mr. J. Ashton, Bursar of Castle Priory (left), with a 
gardener in the beautiful grounds. 


centre, Senior Tutor at Castle Priory, 
chats to Josephine Lynch, a candidate for Houseparent 
training, and her father, right. 


Relaxing over an after-lunch cup of coffee are, left to right: Mr. Paul Williams, 
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News we Money makes 
a difference 


like to 


| print 


A SURVEY has been 
carried out by Hull 
Corporation to improve 
the access to all the pub- 
lic buildings owned by the 
Corporation, and a spokes- 
man promised: “Some sort 
of access for the disabled 
is to be provided at all 
eur public buildings, ex- 
cept one or two where it 
is physically impossible.” 
Ramps are to be built to 
give easy access to wheel- 
chairs, and special lavator- 
ies will be provided in 
some -.public- buildings. 
Buildings passing the test 
include Libraries, the 
Guildhall, the Municipal 
Offices on George Street, 
the. Market Hall and the 
Colleges of Commerce 
and Technology. 


*K *K OK 
GWANSEA City Council 

_ is to investigate how 
its own Guildhall can be 
made more accessible to 
disabled people, as an ex- 
ample for the rest of the 
city. They have also 
agreed to update the ‘dis- 
abled person’s guide to the 
city. 


K *k *K 
PERMANENT exhibition 

of aids is to be opened 
in Liverpool this summer 
through the co-operation of 
the Merseyside Hospitals’ 
Council and Liverpool Corpor- 
ation. The Hospital Council 
is, providing the £20,000 for 
the building and the Corpor- 
ation is. providing the land, 
and will maintain, staff, and 
run the centre. 

It will include a display of 
equipment for use in the kit- 
chen, bathroom and living 
room, together with special 
clothing and aids to mobility, 
lifting and communication. 

A permanent professional 
staff will run the centre, and 
visits will be by appointment. 


aK K *K 
VER 2,500 elderly and 
handicapped people went 
on Lewisham Council organised 
holidays in 1972, an increase 
of 22% over the previous year. 
Old people who went on holi- 
days from their own homes 
numbered 1,984, as compared 
to 1,521 in 1971. 333 physically 
handicapped people and 167 
residents from the Council’s old 
people’s homes also received 
assisted holidays, some of a 
week and some of a fortnight. 
Resorts visited ranged from 
Swanage in Dorset to Lowestoft 
in Suffolk, and also included, 
the Council’s own holiday 
home, Sutton Farm: at Dym- 
church. 
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Five Scouts aged _ he- 
tween 12 and 15 walked 
30 miles recently and 
raised £50 from sponsors 
for the Monmouthshire 
Spastics Society, The boys 
are pictured seated, left to 
right: Richard Jones, 
David Jones, David 
Protheroe, Ian Wallace, 
and James _ Haines. 
Standing, left, is their 
Leader, Mr. Jeff Chandler, 
and, right, Mr. W. G. Har- 
mer, Chairman of the 
Risca Committee of the 
Monmouthshire _Spasties 
Society. Mr. Chandler and 
Mr. Harmer also took part 


‘WHEN Mr. Bernard 

W. = Knivett, of 
Watford, read what he 
called an “awe inspir- 
ing” interview with 
Christy Brown, the sev- 
erely disabled spastic 
author whose novel 
“Down All the Days” is 
a world best-seller, in 
the Sunday Times, he 
wrote to the newspaper: 


“This is by far-the great- 
est indictment of those 
who advocate euthanasia 
for the so-called ‘vegetable 
children’ who perhaps at 
birth seem to be deprived 
of normal body and men- 
tal functioning. 

“My admiration for 
Christy Brown, his mother 
and wife, is unbounded.” 


Sharp wit 


In the remarkable inter- 
view with Hunter Davies 
in the Sunday Times, 
Christy Brown, so severely 
disabled that he can only 
control his left foot — he 
communicates by typing 
on an electric typewriter 


with his big toe—displayed - 


all the razor-sharp wit and 
supreme skill with words 
which earned him his 
world fame. 


For instance, when he 
was asked of all the amaz- 
ing things which had hap- 
pened to him because of 
his book’s success, which 
had given him the great- 
est pleasure, Christy re- 
plied: 


Pleasure ! 


“The thing that has 
given me most pleasure 
over the last three years 
must surely be my mem- 
orable TV interview with 
the great and witty Mr. 
David Frost.” 


Said Hunter Davies: “It 
is very hard, as you can 
see, to make Christy ser- 
iously concentrate on the 
problems of being handi- 
capped. He hates such 
questions, grunting and 
swearing, either ignoring 


them or throwing them 
back satirically. He hates 
daft questions, anyway, 
and refuses to waste paper 
answering them.” 


However, Christy 
Brown was serious about 
the difference that money 
can make to a handicapped 
person. (He has earned 
£70,000 so far from “Down 
all the Days’). His words 
will no doubt be echoed by 
everyone who has discov- 
ered that _ handicap 
usually spells poverty. He 
told Hunter Davies: 
“Money can’t buy every- 
thing — a cliche usually 
spouted by those who have 
never been without it — 
and of course this is so 
true it doesn’t need say- 
ing, but it can buy a hell 
of a lot of things, and 
mean more for the handi- 
capped than anyone else. 
More than any other unit 
or section of society, 
money or the lack of it, 
can starkly spell out the 
difference between accept- 
able. living or hell on 
earth...” 


Wheelchairs 


at Festival 


Hall concerts 


WYNHE Ernest Read Music 

Association, well-known 
for its long and distinguished 
record in the promotion of con- 
certs predominantly for young 
people, can accommodate eight 
disabled persons and their in- 
dividual escorts in the wheel- 
chair bay at London’s Royal 
Festival Hall, 


There are vacancies for some 
of the remaining Saturday 
morning and afternoon concerts 
in their present series. This is 
a splendid opportunity for any- 
one interested in hearing first 
class orchestras and_ soloists, 
to do so at the exceptionally 
reasonable cost of 25 pence per 
person. 


Further details may be ob- 
tained from: The Ernest Read 
Music Association, 143 King 


- Henry’s Road, London, N.W.3 


3RD. Tel: 01-722 3020. 


says Christy — 


Tutor/Organiser, Castle Priory; Mrs. J. W. Knowles, Principal, with students on the 
Nurses’ Course, David Clarke, a student at Dr. Barnardo’s, Llanddudno. Wendy King, 
voluntary worker at the Commonwealth Institute, Westmorland. 


in the walk. 


Bea 2 2S 22 2] 2G] S34 


MARCH 1973 


Enthusiastic 
response as 
srowth plan 
is launched 


PLYMOUTH has been chosen as a test 

area for an advertising campaign to as- 
Sist area supervisors and collectors to ex- 
pand the Spastics Pool. Several meetings 
have already taken place involving a team 
from Top Ten Promotions led by Director 
Roy Laver, area supervisors, lan Todd, area 
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Appeals Officer and representatives of the Former Welsh International footballer John Charles presenting cheques to (from left to right): Mr. D. Edwards, who 
Plymouth and South West Devon Spasti cs received £4,017 on behalf of Mrs. Vaughan of Blaengarw; Mrs. P. Jones of Swansea, £535, Mrs. Lyn Davies of Swan- 


Association. 

The campaign, which 
includes press advertis- 
ing, posters and direct 
mail operations, will be- 
gin in early March and 
continue through April 
and May. 

A get-togeter for all col- 
lectors and their families 
will be held at the Guild- 
hall, Plymouth, on Mon- 
day, 19th March, when in 
an informal atmosphere 
full details of the cam- 
paign will be discussed. 

“We hope to learn a 
number of lessons from 
this exercise, which will 
help us in promoting the 
Pool in other parts of the 
country,” commented Roy 
Laver. “If the enthusiasm 
shown by our area repre- 
sentatives is taken as a 
guide-line, we are confi- 
dent we will achieve our 
objectives.” 


RESPONSE to the col- 
lectors’ meetings 
held throughout the 
winter months has heen 
most _ encouraging. 
“There is definitely an 
air of optimism in the 
towns we have visited so 
far,” said Don Long, 
Director, Top Ten Pro- 
motions. “We are en- 
couraged by the willing- 
ness of our collectors to 
co-operate with the can- 
vassing teams who are 
actively engaged in 
promoting the competi- 


. . bs 
tions in 16 areas. Asioclation. 


te i 


Alan Houlihan of Leighton Buzzard receiving a Vauxhall Viva 
actor Simon Oates. 


A brace of smiles that say ‘We’re £800 better off.’ Mr. and 
Mrs. D. Hutchinson of Goole. They received their cheque 
from Mr. V. Sayers, secretary of Goole & District Spastics 


car from television 


sea, £500, and Mr. J. Courtney of Raglan, £1,339.18. 


ad 


Picture shows from left to right: Mr. W. E. Clapinson, George Abbott, Organiser, Col- 
lectors’ Club, and Mr. N. Mannering, area supervisor, at Battersea Town Hall on Tues- 
day, 6th February. The money changing hands was Mr. Clapinson’s prize in a compe- 
tition for guests held on the evening. 


What a 21st birthday present! A cheque for £1,198 for Mary Green of Newbury in 

Berkshire. Mary and husband Andie have taken a step nearer their dream house by 

winning a share of the first dividend on the Spastics Pool. The cheque was presented 

by the Mayor of Newbury, Clir. Wilfred con nings, shown here congratulating the happy. 
couple, 


' 
i 


es 
A really grand bunch of girls! Students from the Nonington and Chelsea Physical Education Col- 
leges who gave freely of their own time to make the Gala such a success. The lifesavers/escorts 
who accompanied each entrant in the water clocked up vast distances swum. But as one tired 
escort said cheerfully as the final whistle blew: “Well worth it!” 

Ian Coleman, from Val- 
ence School, Westerham, 
All lined up for one of the junior boys races. It’s a long, long way to the Kent, who obtained a 
other end of the pool and the finishing line but there are no worries with first place to help boost 
those happy escorts swimming every inch of the way with you and pro-_ his 22 strong team into 
viding lots of encouragement ... “you’re doing fine . . . now really overall winners at the 

_— stretch those arms... come on, we'll make it home first yet”. Gala. 


Josephine Hagan, 18, from Lancaster Training Centre, strikes out with determination to come 
home first:in a 2 widths breast stroke event. She also chalked up another win in one of the wom- 


en’s back stroke events. 


SWIMMERS from all 
over the country con- 


-verged on Crystal Palace 


in South East London, 
on Saturday February 3 


. to take part in the Nat- 


ional Spastics Swim- 
ming Gala organised by 
The Spastics Society. 
The events included 
breast. stroke, back 
stroke, width and length 
events, swimming with 
aids, and relays. 


Competitors included 
boys and girls from special 
schools and adults from 
clubs and centres for the 
handicapped, The young- 
est entrant was Barbara 
Solomon, aged eight, from 
Valence School, Wester- 
ham, Kent, and the young- 
est boy was John Water- 
ton, aged 10, also from 
Valence. Over 100 swim- 
mers took part; many were 
severely handicapped and 
confined to wheel-chairs 
and. had to be lifted into 
the water, but plenty of 
willing helpers were 
around to give a hand 
where necessary. 


Over 60 events 


From 2 o’clock onwards 
the huge Crystal Pool was 
the scene of feverish activ- 
ity. With over 60 events to 
get through not a minute 
could be wasted, and as 
soon as one team took to 
the water the next group 
was lining up ready to 
follow. Teams of pretty 
girls from Chelsea and 
Nonington Physical Edu- 
cation Colleges acted as 
whips, starters and escorts. 
They helped competitors 
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Above: Get ready! Set! 
And a Nonington Col- 
lege students gets them 
away to a good start. 
Other students from 
Nonington and Chelsea 
stand by acting as rec- 
orders and timekeepers. 


Right: Although 36- 
year-old Brian Bowry is 
severely handicapped, 
he swam magnificently 
to achieve two first 
places in the swimming 
with aids section. Mr. 
Bowry is a resident at 
the Society’s — Princess 
Marina Centre. 


taking part that 
mattere 


in and out of the water, 
were ready to go to the 
rescue wherever needed, 
and gave assistance with 


swimming aids. Their gay - 


striped swim-suits and 
bright red track suits 
added greatly to the attrac- 
tion of the scene. 

But all the action was 
not confined -to the pool. 
Dozens of helpers at ring- 
side stands and_ tables 
were kept busy all the 
afternoon announcing the 
various events, recording 
times, providing informa- 
tion and chasing up mis- 
sing competitors. A team 
from the Tunbridge Wells 
Grammar School for Girls 
did a stalwart job writing 
winners’ names on all the 
presentation certificates. 

Teams took part from 
Thomas Delarue, Meldreth 
Manor, Wilfred Pickles 
and Valence — Schools, 
Bristol Spastics Associa- 
tion, Princess Marina Cen- 
tre, Coombe Farm, Dene 
Park Further Education 
Centre, Lancaster and 
Sherrards Training Cen- 
tres, Broadstones Hostel, 
“Flamingoes,” Crawley, 
Sussex, and there were 
also a couple of private 
entries. 

Valence hit the jackpot 
with 38 first and 12 second 
certificates; and Lancaster 
Training Centre came next 
with 19 firsts and two sec- 
onds, despite the team 
being greatly reduced in 
numbers through a_ last 
minute outbreak of ’flu. 

Monica Hughes of Lan- 
caster collected more cer- 


tificates than any other 
competiter, winning five 
firsts, closely followed by 
J. Per of Bristol Spastics 


Association, T. Richards 


and C. Richardson of Val- 
ence, all with four firsts. 


Enjoyment 


There can be no. doubt 
of the enjoyment of those 
who took part. The excite- 
ment never let up, Win or 
lose—taking part was the 
only thing that really mat- 
tered, and everybody loved 
every minute of it. Old 
friendships were renewed 
from last year’s big swim, 
old rivalries revived, gos- 
sip exchanged, and plans 
for the future discussed. 
Many parents, relatives 
and friends came to 
watch the swimming and 
to lead the cheers, and 
the spectator seats banked 
up above the pool were 
filled with well-wishers, in- 
cluding various heads of 
schools and centres who 
had come along to support 
their teams. 


The Gala was organised 
by Mr. A. T. S. Edwards. 
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Above: A bevy of beauty 
waiting for their event 
to begin. Left to right: 
Katherine Hunter, from 
Dene Park Further Ed- 
ucation Centre, Barbara 
England, a Nonington 
lifesaver/escort, Carol 
Matthews from Thomas 
Delarue School, and 
Ann Trotman from Bris- 
tol Spastics Association. 


Below: John Vauvert, 
18, really puts his back 
into it as he gets away 
to a fine start in the indi- 
vidual medley event. 
John, who attends Sher- 
rards Training Centre, 
was their most success- 
ful entrant with three 
firsts to his credit. 


Above: It’s hard work but fun too. A happy smile 
from one of the Gala’s youngest entrants, nine year 
old Judith Gander as she races home to win her jun- 
ior section. Judith, who represents “Flamingoes”, 
Crawley, Sussex is accompanied by a senior member 


of the Club. 


The lone swimmer. Dun- 
can Joiner, 23, of the 


_ Bristol Spastics Associa- 


tion leads the field 


strongly to coast home 


first in the individual 
medley... 


Below: Volunteers gal- 
ore! This happy- contin- 
gent from the Tunbridge 
Wells Grammar School 
for Girls spent a busy 
afternoon writing out 
certificates for winners. 
They are, left to right 
Miss Kathleen Corbet, 
the school’s _ physical 
education mistress and 
students Sarah Coombs, 
Jenny Kershaw, Melanie 
Phillips and Karen Mac- 
Leod. 


Mutual good wishes from Ann Trotman, Bristol 
Spastics Association, and Lynne Challiner, Broad- 
stones Hostel, Birmingham, before they line up for 
_their event. Both girls gained two firsts in the Gala. 


There are plenty of willing hands to haul Kenneth 

_ MacDonald, 15, of Thomas Delarue School, out of 

the water after he had won his two widths back 
stroke section. 


nee i Oe 
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Swimming 


Gala 


results 


Thomas  Delarue School, 
Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent. 

Certificates for 1st place: S. 
Karner; M. Lord (3); M. Smart 
(3); A. Honour; A. Francis (2); 
K. Macdonald; Jane Warbur- 
ton (3); Janet Lewis; Carol 
Matthews (3). 

Certificates for 2nd place: A. 
Convery; I. Whaley; S. Karner; 
V. Hinkly (3). 

Valence Special School, Wes- 
terham, Kent. 

Certificates for 1st place: J. 
Waterton (2); Caroline Veness 


(2); C. Richardson (4); T. 
Richards (4); A. Peachey; I. 
Coleman; Zoe Breiner (2); 


Jackie Knight (2); Susan Mar- 
tin; Sandra Chappell; Janet 
Ridge (3); Georgina Solly (2); 
P. Prins (3); B. Pope (2); R. 
Ratcliffe (2); C.-Willis; A. 
Monteithe (2); Ann Baker (3). 

Certificates for 2nd place: 
Barbara Solomon; K. Ward (2); 
A. Peachey (2); Zoe Breiner; 
Jackie Knight; R. Ratcliffe; 
N. Williams (2); Evelyn Dut- 
ton (2). 

Dene Park Further Educa- 
tion Centre, Shipbourne Road, 
Tonbridge. 

Certificates for Ist place: M. 
Bartholomew;- Katherine Hun- 
ter; B. Evans; Diane Rowbot- 
tom; Yvonne McShane; Sandra 
Spackman. 

.Laneaster Training Centre, 
Slyne Road, Lancaster. 

Certificates for 1st place: D. 
Jackson (2); P, Croombes (2); 
Monica Hughes (5); Jacqueline 
Wilson; Josephine Hagan (2); 
Linda Berry; Susan Stringer 
(3); D. Gladhill; Isobel Jago 
(2). 

Certificate for 2nd place: Jac- 
queline Wilson (2). 

Wilfred Pickles School, Tix- 
over Grange, Stamford, Lincs. 

Certificates for Ist place: I. 
Jones; J. O’Keefe (2); S. Gil- 


liver (2); Kay Barraclough (2). 


Meldreth Manor School, Mel- 
dreth, Nr. Royston, Herts. 

Certificates for 1st place: T. 
Hicks (2); A. West (2); A. Wat- 
son (3); Jacqueline Widdup; 
Christine Horth (2); Maria 
Rodriguez (3); Fenella Bear- 
chell (3); M. Jackson. 

Certificates for 2nd place: A. 
West; M. Jackson; G, Mes- 
senger (2). d 

Sherrards Training Centre, 
Digswell Hill, Old Welwyn, 
Herts. 

Certificates for 1st place: S. 
Bedford; A. Gardner; P. Par- 
sons; Angela Davis; I. Botterill; 
J. Vauvert (3); S.- Row; _N. 
Hearnden; Elizabeth Digweed; 


Denise Everitt; M. Jenkins; 
Josephine Kitchen; Sheena 
Thomson, 


Certificate for 2nd place: A. 
Gardner. 
Bristol Spastics Association. 
Certificates for Ist place: 
Karen Ingfield (2); M. Hooper 
(2); M. Hegarty (3); D. Joiner; 
T. Clark (3); J. Per (4); Ann 
Trotman (2). : 
Certificates for 2nd place: T. 
Clark; A. Browne (3). 
Coombe Farm Centre, Oaks 
Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Certificate for 1st place: V. 
Humphrey. f 
Princess Marina Centre, 
Chalfont Lane, Seer Green, 
Bucks. : 
Certificates for 1st place: B. 
Bowry; A. Kerwin; Tina Bal- 
lasko (3); Valerie Nixon. 
Certificates for 2nd place: B. 
Bowry; A. Kerwin; Cathy Stone 
(2); Valerie Nixon. ; 
Broadstones Hostel, Broad- 
stone Road, Birmingham. 
Certificates for Ist place:. T. 
Green; D. Hicks; Lynne Chal- 
liner (2). ue: 
Certificate for 2nd. place: D. 
Hicks. 7 , 
“Flamingoes,”’ Crawley, Sur- 
rey. pea EE ris Oe 
Certificates for 1st  place:. 
Judith Gander; P, Landragin; 
C. Baker; Susan. Liley,~-"." "> 
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A birthday cake 
for. the Society 


Mrs. Anita Loring cuts a 
2st birthday cake to cele- 
brate this year’s anniversary 
of The Spastics Society, 
which had pride of place at 
the annual dinner and 
dance of the Watford group. 
And while Anita did the 
honours with the cake, Mr. 
James Loring, Director of 
The Spastics Society told the 
450 members and guests at 
the Town Hall of the vital 
importance of voluntary 
effort in Britain today. It 
was essential if the gap was 
to be bridged between what 
the State could provide and 
what citizens hoped for the 


Reading in 
bed led to 
kind idea 


NSPIRED by a news- 
I paper story of Chair- 
mobiles presented to the 
Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics Wester- 
lea School, Edinburgh, 
while she herself was con- 
fined to bed with broken 
ankles, Mrs. J. N. Reynard 
of Culbuie, Buchlyvie, de- 
cided the idea was worth 
emulating. : 

On her return home 
from Canniesburn Hospi- 
tal, Bearsden, Mrs. Rey- 
nard organised an event at 
Kippen Church: and, with 
donations from individu- 
als, raised £315. The 
cheque has just been re- 
ceived and will enable 
three Chairmobiles to be 
purchased for the School. 

“Tt was a splendid effort 
and we are most grateful 
to Mrs. Reynard and all 
who helped her. Not least 
are we grateful to the 
ward maid at Canniesburn 
who showed her the news- 
paper story and suggested, 
jokingly, that with broken 
ankles, a Chairmobile was 
what Mrs. Reynard 
needed. It set off the 
whole idea,” said Miss M. 

MacLeod, Warden of the 
School, 


handicapped and disadvan- 
taged. and he hoped that 
more people would come for- 
ward to expand the services 
to help spastics. 

Ald. Robert Caton, the 
Mayor of Watford, con- 
gratulated the group on its 
treatment centre. He said he 
had visited the centre many 
times and was always very 
impressed by the dedication 
and the happy atmosphere 
there. 

Pictured with Mrs. Loring 
as she cuts the Society’s 
anniversary cake is Mr. C. 
S. Saville, Chairman of the 
centre’s management com- 
mittee. 


June will give the 


spastiecs’ viewpoint 


| to Seminar experts 


ISS June Maelzer, a spastic girl who in spite of severe handicaps has gradu- 

ated from University and lives independently in her own Manchester 

flat, will be talking on “The Consumer’s point of view” to The Spastics Soci- 
ety’s International Study Group at University College, Oxford, next month. 


Her talk will come at the end of the five-day seminar 
on the Integration of Handicapped Children in Society, 
which will be discussed by experts from all over Europe. 
The seminar is sponsored by the International Cerebral 


Palsy Society. 


Miss Maelzer was inter- 
viewed in The Guardian 


in February about her. 


difficulties in finding a job 
in social work. She has 
been searching since she 
graduated in psychology 
from the University of 
Manchester last summer, 
and thinks she has applied 
for 40 to 50 jobs. But 
he says: “I am not the 
only one with problems 
about jobs. Most graduates 
have problems. It is just 
that bit more difficult for 
me.” 

The Guardian considered 
that this understatement 
was typical of June Mael- 
zer, and went on: “The 
magic of June’s personal- 
ity is that you only have 
to talk to her for ten min- 
utes before you are just 
as convinced as she is that 
her physical handicap is 
no more than one addi- 
tional hurdle in_ the 
obstacle race we call life. 
Her modest professional 
qualification is the first 
thing she mentions when 
telephoning prospective 
employers; only when that 
possible objection has 
‘been eliminated does she 
discuss the question of her 
physical disability. 

“Everything she has 
ever done reflects this per- 
spective—in which her dis- 


ability is secondary to 
personality. Her refusal to 
allow herself to be cate- 
gorised and assessed ac- 
cording to her physical 
handicap has made life dif- 
ficult for many a_ well- 
meaning official, and has 
created practical problems 
for herself that she con- 
siders. to have been well 
worth undergoing for the 
sake of her independence.” 

The Seminar will open on 
Monday, April 2nd, with an ad- 
dress of welcome to delegates 
by Mr. James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society, and 
Secretary General of The In- 
ternational -Cerebral Palsy 
Society. 

Speakers on Tuesday, April 3, 
will. be Professor J. Tizard 
(“The future place of the han- 
dicapped in Society”); Miss 
Elizabeth Anderson (“A _re- 
search study of the integration 
of physically handicapped 
children in ordinary primary 
schools”); Miss Margaret Mor- 
gan (“Social aspects of inte- 
gration”); Mr. B. Goldsmith 
(“Are you on the right level, 
Mr. Architect?”); Mr, Loring 
(“The problem of the multiple 
handicapped child”), plus a 
paper from Italy concerning 
the integration of handicapped 
children in schools, and a film 
from France discussed by Dr. 
R. Salbreux. At the end of the 
Study Group sessions there will 
be a Civic Reception for dele- 
gates at the Town Hall, Oxford. 


Wed., April 4th: Mrs. Anita 


Relaxing at Chiltern House 


| 8 bebteatd relaxed guests take the air on the patio of Chiltern House, a recently completed 
pioneering unit at Oxford which offers short term care to eight adult spastics from the 


age of 16 upwards. 


Chiltern House was built at a cost of £53,000 which was raised by the combined efforts of four 
voluntary groups—the Oxfordshire Spastics Society, the Reading and Berkshire Spastics Soc- 
iety, the Slough and District Spastics Society, and the Wycombe and District Spastics Society. 
The Spastics Society contributed £3,000 for the cost of the site and provided free architec- 


tural and planning services. 


The aim of the unit is to provide a holiday atmosphere for its. handicapped guests so that they 
will look forward to returning again. It also offers a respite to parents from the full-time bur- 
den of caring for their handicapped relatives. 

Though Chiltern House is locally run—by the groups coneerned—it has always been their wish 
that its facilities should be available to families in any part of the country. They know that 


a 


the care offered by the unit can be a real “life-line” to hard-pressed parents. 


Loring (“Preparing handi- 
capped children for life”); Mrs. 
Lillemor Jernquist (“An indi- 
vidual programme for behav- 
iour modification”); Dr. IL 
Fletcher (“Emotional prob- 
lems of the limb - deficient 
child”); Mr, J. Wilson (“Bor- 
stal boys in a public school”). 

Thurs., April 5th: Mrs. B. 
Carlvik (“Four ways of inte- 
grating handicapped children 
in normal schools’); Mr. K. 
Foster. (“Physically handi- 
capped children in an. ordin- 
ary primary school—a new 
dimension”); Mrs, Heather 
Jones (“Visually handicapped 
children in the infant school’); 
Miss Pauline Skelly (“An ex- 
ercise in integration”); Dr. K. 
Laurence and Mrs. Rose Laur- 
ence (“The social and educa- 
tional problems of the young 
spina bifida child”); Mr. R. 
Maling (“How teaching and 
communicating machines can 
help”); Mr. D. Thomas (“The 
teacher and the handicapped 
child’). 

Friday, April 6th: Mr. R. 
Pedder (“The handicapped 
child in a special school’); Mr. 
D. Braybrook (“The special 
school as a normalising 
agency”); Mr. C. Frost (“Inte- 
grating handicapped children 
into ordinary secondary 
schools”); . Dame __ Elizabeth 
Ackroyd (“Description of a 
current survey of disabled stud- 
ents at Universities and Poly- 
technics in Britain”); Dr. M. 
Gioquiaud (“Un sens a sa vie”); 
Mr. E. Doherty (“The young 
adult and his desire for inte- 
gration”). The final paper will 
be from Miss Maelzer. 


They hope 
to walk 
on air 


N appeal has_ been 

launched in Durham 
for a piece of equipment 
which could be a major 
breakthrough in teaching 
spastic children to walk. 

The equipment, normally 
seen only in amusement 
parks, is called a Space- 
Walk. It is a 13-foot PVC 
house, kept inflated in such 
a manner that, inside, people 
can literally “Walk on Air.” 

Dr. Marion Way, from 
Earls House Hospital, Dur- 
ham, saw the Space Walk in 
action on the Isle of Wight 
and realised it had great 
potential for the treatment 
of spastics. 

As the Hospital Board 
would not agree to pay 
£1,100 for the equipment, 
Earls House is trying to 
raise the money from public 
donations. 


Ex-Dene Park 


girl marries 


ADELINE BERNSON,, an 

ex-student of the Society’s 
Dene Park Further Education 
Centre and of Chester Office 
Training Centre, recently 
married Jeffrey Haimov at 
Southgate Synagogue. 

The couple first met about 
three years ago at a club for 
disabled people. Jeff works 
with a South Ockendon firm 
as a tester of electrical equip- 
ment, while Madeline is looking 
for an office job in the Romford 
area. 

They are living temporarily 
with Jeff's parents at Harold 
Hill, Essex, until they can find 
a suitable flat of their own. 


A Sittingbourne, Kent, traf- 
fic warden, Miss Ivy Chapman, 
has presented a cheque for 
£200 to Medway Towns and 
District Group of The Spastics 
Society. Miss Chapman raised 
the bulk of the money at two 
coffee evenings and smaller 
sums from other events organ- 
ised by herself and friends. 


Comfort and style 
in new mail order 


A RANGE of clothing 

specially designed for 
severely handicapped 
people is now available on 
mail order. The designs 
are the result of an inten- 
sive research project car- 
ried out by the Shirley In- 
stitute, Didsbury, Manches- 
ter, on behalf of the King 
Edward’s Hospital Fund 
for London. 

A team from the Insti- 
tute made a study of the 
most comfortable  gar- 
ments for people sitting in 
bed or in wheelchairs, 
fastenings which could be 
handled easily, and fabrics 
able to stand up to con- 
stant hard-washing. 

The manufacturers em- 
phasise that the garments 
look no different from 
clothing worn by able- 
bodied people and can be 
regarded as “normal 
clothes for normal people 
with special needs.” 

The women’s range in- 
cludes a two-piece day 
dress in patterned crimp- 
lene. The button-through 
top has deep raglan 
sleeves to allow éasy 
movement for stiff arms, 
and the wrap-around skirt 
can be worn by an incon- 
tinent patient with the 
opening at the back. 
Another semi-fitted dress 


catalogue 


has a detachable protec- 
tive front in towelling 
which comes in _ two 


- lengths. 


There are also night- 
dresses and candlewick 
dressing-gowns, quite con- 
ventional in appearance, 
but with deep wrap-over 
Openings at the back. 
Men’s dressing-gowns and 
nightshirts are designed 
on similar lines and 
pyjama trousers are cut 
extra full in the seat for 
greater comfort. 

Washable suits and 
trousers for men come in 
conventional dark colours, 
with a choice of waist fas- 
tenings. Much use is made 
of easy-fastening Velcro in 
garments for both sexes. 

Considering the extra 
amount of material needed 
for many of the garments 
and the very hard-wearing 
fabrics used, prices do not 
seem excessive. 

Copies of the mail-order 
catalogue “Comfortable 
Clothes,” giving sizes, 
prices and colours, may be 
obtained from the Shirley 
Institute, Didsbury, Man- 
chester, M20 8RX, at a 
cost of 4p to cover postage. 


a 


home 
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Yes, anyone can do an 


courageous 
Christine 


CHRISTINE Scales, 25-year-old winner of 
the third prize in the Achievement Award 
for spastics is convinced that living by her- 
self has forced her to manage things she 
would never have considered she was cap- 
able of if there had been anyone. there to 


help her. 


‘A cheerful girl with beautiful, curly auburn hair, 
she was the subject of much publicity when, as a 
child of 10... top of her form at school, good at 
sports and “so careful on the roads that my Head- 


’ master used to send me out on errands for him”... 


she popped her head round the rear-end of a parked 
lorry to see if it was safe for her to cross and was 
thrown six feet in the air, fracturing her skull. 


Nobody expected her to 
live more than four hours 
at King’s College Hospital, 
to which she was taken. 
But her mother, once one 
of the singing - dancing 
twins in the “Catherine 
Dunn” trio, sat by her bed- 
side, whispering very 


softly, day after day, the 
“pop” of the 50’s, “Magic 
Moments.” 

It was the only thing 
for a whole year—eight 
months of it packed in ice 


Even weeding is a pleasure 
for Christine. After all, it’s 
her garden! 


to keep her brain from 
stultifying — which 
brought a sign of life from 
the child. “They say I used 
to smile and that tears 
used to come from under 
my eyelids, but. . .”” and 
here Christine is back in 
her 70’s form . . . “it’s the 
hair, I expect. Red hair’s 
lucky.” 

In 1961 her mother, who 
had also been a Tiller Girl, 
and of whom Christine 
still treasures lovely photo- 
graphs taken in her pro- 
fessional capacity, sud- 
denly died of a heart 
attack. Christine stayed at 
in Brixton for a 
while with her father 
(“his grandfather was 
Trader Horn! Imagine 
that!”) and her younger 
sister and brother. 

“But I always wanted to 
be independent. My 
father’s a steel erector and 
travels all over the world. 
My sister, Catherine, is 22. 


- And my brother, Johnnie, 


LP ODI, li wee soe — ahi ~ 


is 17 and works at Ulster 
Television as a messenger. 
They can look after them- 
selves. I wanted to look 
after my self.” 

So Christine, at that 
time spastic and disabled 
due to her accident, effec- 
tively slowed down in all 
her movements, and with 
a left hand she could. only 
use as a Steadier, contac- 
ted the Society in 1970. 

“Luckily for me, I was 
put in touch with Susan 
Hewetson, one of the soc- 
ial workers. She became a 
friend. I said I wanted a 
flat of my own and, for a 
long time,-she was very 
much against the idea. She 
didn’t think I could man- 
age. Well, perhaps she 
was right at the time. But, 
you see I have.” 


Her ‘Palace’ 


And she has indeed. Her 
front door is marked, 
with gentle humour, 
“BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 
S.W.1.” Her home, a spot- 
lessly clean and shining 
two rooms, modern. kit- 
chen and bathroom, cellar 


(“I keep the Christmas © 


tree and the enormous 
second-hand bed I first 
bought down there!”’) and 
delightful little paved 
garden, costs her £5.14 a 
week. 

“After I had persuaded 
Susan that I was deter- 
mined, she did try to help 
me find a place of my 
own, We went to hundreds 
of one-room  bed-sitters 


Christine at work — helped and encouraged 


There’s no place like your own home, and Christine relaxes by her fireside in the flat that 


ything, 


represents her dream come true. Picture below shows Christine making a welcome 
“cuppa” for our reporter and photographer. 


and she kept saying to me: 
‘No, Christine. You don’t 
want to rent a dingy home 
like this.’ Then, realising 
I was still quite sure I 
I knew what I was doing, 
she tried to make me go 
to the Council Offices to 
see if I could perhaps get 
a flat. I was furious. I 
didn’t: want to go. I knew 
they'd say I had to wait 
years, and I didn’t need to 
know: But she came and 
got me from my work- 
place at Price’s Candle 
Company in York Road, 
S.W.11 — and I wasn’t 
going to try, but I was near 
it. And in a temper fit 
to scream!” 
The Council told her 
exactly what she expected 
they would. (“And it was; 
difficult not to just burst 
into tears and give up”). 


,.. Braby. . 


by foreman Reg Barrett and forelady Do 


But they gave her the ad- 
dresses of four private 
Housing Trusts. “And the 
fourth one was just what 
I wanted ., . and had made 
up my mind I couldn’t pos- 
sibly ever get! I couldn’t 
believe it. Even now I can’t 
really, 

“It’s very quiet here, as 
I expect you've noticed. If 
you dropped a pin outside 
the front window I’d prob- 
ably jump! And so, some- 
times, I sit feeling lonely 
for a moment. But then I 
realise I’ve done it all by 
myself, it’s all mine. I’ve 
proved I can live alone. 
And I put a chair on the 
table, climb up, take the 
curtains down... and 
wash them!” 

When Christine first 
went to her flat two years 
ago she was earning only 


lly 


* 


£9.50 a week and was, 
according to all profes- 


sional opinion, not likely — 


to be able to improve her 
disabling spastic -condi- 
tion. She had a very small 
savings account and noth- 
ing to set against it but a 
very courageous heart. 

Her kitchen and bath- 
room were up-to-date and 
easily run. “But, for the 
rest, I was living on bare 
boards and I couldn’t stand 
it!’ So she finally did 
telephone the Society and 
ask if they could perhaps 
help her to pay for some 
lino. The total cost of it 
was £37.54, and Christine 
made up the £5 difference 
from the £32.54 she was 
given. ‘ 

“T also bought one pair 
of sheets arid a thick blan- 
ket, My next door neigh- 
bour, Mary Raymond, who 
still comes in to light the 
oil. stove every winter 
evening before I get home 
from work, lent me some 
curtains. 


£1 for food 


“J put aside £1 for gas 
and electricity, and my 
fares to work were 50p a 
week. That left me only 
about £1 a week for food. 
So I gave up cigarettes and 
magazines — and I used to 
buy one magazine a day 
when I lived at home — 
and just bought tea, 
cheese, butter and milk. 
And no bread because it 
isn’t good for my figure! 
Slimming crispbreads are 
more expensive, but if you 
tell yourself you can only 
afford one piece for break- 
fast — and might allow 
yourself a yoghourt for 
your tea occasionally — 
you can manage. I didn’t 
really get too hungry or 
fed up. I kept looking 
round my home and say- 
ing to myself: “You’re a 
spastic. And you’ve done 
it’! 


Grateful 


‘Tm grateful to my 
father for a good deal. 
After my mother died, I 
kept asking him to help 
me. And he didn’t. He 
told me I had to learn to 
help myself. The hospital 
told me I should never 
try to swim again. But 
my father didn’t agree and 
forced me to go on until I 
got the 220 yards Certifi- 
cate in 1966. My sister 
taught me to cook—though 
half the time it was only a 
hard-boiled egg to take to 


. work when I started here. . 


y 
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Says 


on my own. All I ever 
bought in the canteen 
was a 3p cup of coffee at 
lunchtime. Friends gave 
me a bit of furniture. And 
then I got a rise of up to 
£13, After I got it, I 
thought I was in heaven! 
I couldn’t stop laughing! I 
felt so rich! 

“I have improved so 
much since I came to live 
on my own. If something 
falls down, you see, you 
can’t ask anybody to pick 
it up. You simply have to 
do it yourself. Or leave it 
where it is. So — however 
long it takes—you have to 
tell yourself that there it 
is ... and here you are. 
And you wanted to live on 
your own. And so you’d 
better prove you can.” 


Friends 


Perhaps one of Christine’s 
greatest advantages is an easy 
ability to make friends. “My 
local hairdresser opened spec- 
ially on a Monday to do my 
hair. for the Achievement 
Award reception ...tI was 
really choked! she says. “And 
Sylvia Harding at work did it 
for me today! ~- Wasn’t that 
sweet of her? All I can do 
in exchange is to ask you to 
mention her. She’s not a pro- 
fessional hairdresser. She just 
likes doing it!” 

But a visit to her workplace 
where she puts in an eight-hour 
day from 8.0 a.m. to 5.0 p.m. 
(rising at 5.30 a.m. and leaving 


Off to work—just like any 
other young Londoner. The 
budget is tight, but Chris- 
He loves her independent 
ife. 


home at 6.30 because “I like 
to make sure I get there on 
time. It only takes about half- 
an-hour but I’m quite happy 
talking to the workers coming 
off shift. I wouldn’t leave 
Price’s Candles for anything”) 
makes it completely plain why 
Christine is so happy. 


“Hello, Chris!” it 


goes, 
“Hello, . Chris!” Everybody 
smiles at her. She smiles 


back. The Personnel Officer 
comes specially to meet us. 
“Ron Martin,” she says. “He 
bothered to take me all the 
way home in his car when I 
felt ill once. And when I 
slipped on some wax and tore 
my tights and got a bit bruised, 
he waited outside my home 
while I changed and then took 
me back because I didn’t want 


to lose any piece-money or take - 


any charity.” 
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£30,000 VAT bill 
“another burden” 
for the Society 


NLESS there is a last minute change of heart by the Government, the intro- 
duction of Value Added Tax on April Ist will eost The Spastics Society 


£30,000 a year. 


The Society is not the only charity to fear the adverse 
effects of tax changes on its income and its costs. 
In a study undertaken by a firm of City accountants on 
behalf of the National Council of Social Service, it was 
estimated that VAT alone would cost the 52 charities 
surveyed an extra £1 million a year. 


For instance, non-deductible 


VAT on expenses such as prem- 
ises, telephones, stationery, 
furniture and professional ser- 
vices will cost the 52 charities 
about £650,000. Fund raising 
activities, such as first nights, 


activities, and it was estimated 
that the VAT cost here to 25 
of the charities would be 
£240,000. 


Charities are also concerned 
at the effect of tax changes 


coffee mornings and sales of 
donated goods will be taxable 


on deeds of covenant income 
when the standard rate of in- 


“Harsh and 


come tax is lowered from 
April. 

The National Council of 
Social Service concludes: “VAT 
is a tax on business activities. 
Charities exist for the public 
good and are non-profit-mak- 
ing. By their very nature they 
cannot be said to be in busi- 
ness”. 


Said the Society’s Assistant 
Director, Finance, Mr. John 
Price: “Value added tax will 
be another burden for us to 
bear. Our aim is to be zero 
rated in the same way ag a 
local authority”, 


niggardly” 


says the Daily Telegraph 


Under the headline “Without Charity”, the Daily 
Telegraph published this leading article on the tax 
problems of charities. 


FOR SEVERAL REASONS, the facts reported about the 
appalling impact likely to be made on charities in Britain by 
impending tax changes are extremely disturbing. In the first 
place, it is quite wrong to assume that Government provision for 
those in need is now so great as to render private charity largely 
unnecessary. But its very nature, State largesse tends to be 
directed to broad and easily definable kinds of want, leaving out 
much that does not fall into these categories. Even when the 
State does provide, however, it often does so inadequately. As 
another item published this morning shows, basic State pensions 
for the aged in Britain are lower than those prevailing in any of 
the otigmal six members of EEC. 


Tsadsioxally, charity is supposed to bless those who give no 


Spastic John Green- 
smith, 15, of South Shields, 
Durham, is a keen sup- 
porter of Newcastle Uni- 
ted Football Club. But, 
being confined to a wheel- 
chair, he has never been 
able to go to a match and 
see his heroes in action. 

John’s grandmother re- 
cently wrote to Oliie 
Burton, one of the New- 
castle team, who has a 
regular column in a local 
newspaper. She told him 
of John’s enthusiasm for 
football, and asked if one 
of the players could meet 
him. 

Mr. Burton sent John 
some autographs and pen- 
nants, and visited him at 
home in person. Later, he 


John to attend a training 
session at the football 
ground, where he met all 
the players. He was also 
given a club jersey as a 
souvenir. 
As a result of the Press 
publicity, the Greensmith 
family were invited to a 
special evening for Spas- 
ties Pools collectors in 


February. 
Picture shows John 
Greensmith proudly dis- 


playing his striped jersey, 
flanked by Newcastle foot- 
ballers (left) Ollie Burton 
and (right) Malcolm Mac- 
donald. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Evening Chronicle, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 


less than those who receive. Like all other admirable things, 
it can of course corrupt; but, now that good works are com- 
monly divorced from any pretension to social superiority, who 
can Seriously imagine that Lady Bountiful could ever be as 
great a source of oppression or as formidable a threat to human 
dignity as the man in Whitehall? To an increasing extent, the 
young seem to be drawn to charitable activity consistent with 
their political and cultural prejudices. Does anyone think that, if 
this outlet were denied, their energies would be likely to find 
more useful employment? ; 

A Government which, by attacking or neglecting to encourage 
private charity, has effectively deadened the compassion of its 
subjects is unlikely to be able to impose upon those subjects the 
kind of taxation which alone can provide any sort of substitute 
for individual philanthropy. If Mr. Barber retains an ounce of 
faith in the virtues of free personal effort, he should show it by 
adopting a less harsh and niggardly attitude towards Britain’s 
charities. 


Sea Anglers will 


aid Scottish Council 


YFXYHROUGH the generosity 
and enthusiasm of mem- 
bers and supporters of Drum- 
fork Sea Angling Club, Helens- 
burgh, Dunbartonshire, the 
funds of the Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spastics will 
benefit from an open shore 
competition which the Club is 
holding on Sunday, May 6. 
Further enquiries: R. King- 
Clark Esq., Raeberry, Havelock 
Street, Helensburgh, Dunbar- 
tonshire G48 7HB. Tel.: 0436- 
3521, 
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Joy is in 
a yellow 
shelter 


GIMON Shepherd, aged 

12, of Dundee, Scot- 
land, has become _ the 
proud owner of a work- 
man’s hut. 

Simon, a spastic, is crazy 
about anything to do with 
construction work, 
whether toy diggers, lor- 
ries, etc., or the real thing. 


He loves to watch the. 


workmen on building sites 
and has long wanted to 
own one of the yellow 
fibre-glass shelters whitch 
are frequently used by the 
men. 

His mother tried every- 


where to buy him one for 
a present, without success. 
Then she wrote to her local 
newspaper and _ received 
several offers of huts. 


— 


Variety Club boost 


The newly-formed ‘21’ Club 
for spastics in Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire, has been given a 
good send-off with a present of 
£100 from the licensee and _ cus- 
tomers of the Sycamore Inn, 
Wooldale Bridge. 


Simon now has his very 

own shelter installed in 

the back garden of his 
home. =a 

As an extra treat he was 

invited by a local firm to 

work the controls of a real 

mechanical digger. 

Picture by courtesy 

of Dundee Courier 

and Advertiser 


for Preston group 


A USTRALIAN-BORN singer Frank Ifield has visited 

the Walmer Bridge Inn, Lancashire, to present a 
£1,000 cheque for the benefit of spastics. The money was 
received by Mr. Martin Kevill, President of the Longton 
and Penwortham Spastics Group. 


Mr. Ifield was asked to hand 
over the cheque by the Var- 
iety. Club of Great Britain, 
who made up to £1,000 a record 
£800 raised by the local spas- 
tics Group. 

The money will help towards 
the maintenance costs of the 


tham Group can raise a fur: 
ther £1,000, the Variety Club 
has promised that it will make 
up the amount to buy a Sun- 
shine mini-bus for the Day 
Centre. 

On his visit to the Walmer 
Bridge Inn, Frank Ifield set 


the ball rolling by promising 
to send several hundred of his 
photographs for sale to fans. 


Day Centre for spastic children 
in Preston. : 
If the Longton and Penwor- 


.Young people help 
Ipswich spastics 


[PSWICH, Suffolk, has its own Young People’s Commit- 
tee to aid spastics. Members are aged between 15 
and 30 and, although the idea originated with the 
Ipswich. and East Suffolk Spastics Society, the junior 
committee is now quite separate from the main group. 
The 12 young members organise social events for local 
spastics in the same age group. As usual, transport is 
the greatest problem, but the committee has been 
able to borrow a van from time to time and hopes to 
have its own vehicle before long. 


was able to arrange for 


£200 for hostel 


CHEQUE for £200 was 

recently presented to 
Bournemouth, Poole and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society on behalf 
of the MHeathlands Hotel, 
Bournemouth. 

The money, raised by a 
charity ball at the Heathlands, 
will help towards the cost of a 
new spastics hostel. 

The £96,000 hostel, now in 
the process of being built, will 
provide residential accommoda- 
tion for spastics over the age of 
16 in the area. 


The choir of St. Giles’ 
Church, Old Roan, Liverpool, 
has raised £107 for the Liver- 
pool Spastic Fellowship. 


. 
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MOBILE TOILET AID 


Extensive research, in close co-operation with doctors, hospital 
officials and disabled persons’ organisations, ensures that this new 
Perdisan mobile toilet aict meets all the special requirements of 
patient care and safety, Special features are: 


* Polished chrome tubular * Can he wheeled when full te 
steel construction. Designed — disposal point. 


to accommodate the #* Discharged without toilet 
Perdisan Minor toilet. being removed. 


9% Removable arms facilitate  % Non Marking §” tyres. 
Ll bt of patientontd Adjustable for height. 
the toilet. 

_ Simple front wheel locking * buries oes 
Price £5100 
Toilet £35.00 

The Perdisan Minor toilet provides 2 to 4 weeks maintenance-free 


use. The task of the hospital and welfare worker is eased 
considerably as Perdisan's X80 powder sterilizes and liquefies 


evice. 
J #* Width allows easy passage 
4 through average doorway. : 


Waste matter, which is simply discharged through the patented 
ejection valve. 


keD) _ < 
wincwt | PERDISAN LiD= \ 
Lyon Industrial Estate, Hartspring Lane, Watford, Herts. 


Tel: Watford 38271-4 Telex: 267868. Answerback: Perdisan WATFD, 
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- Living 

with a 
Spastic 


Cont. from Page 1 


I paid £20 for an architect 

to draw up plans, which were 

- approved by the local council. 
_I then obtained builders’ esti- 
mates for the work, and the 
lowest tender was £1,000. The 
local authorities are not pre- 
pared to help us with the con- 


Hectic — hut 
worth it for 
a good cause 


IX weeks’ planning and 
hard work by Maureen 

and Tony Palmieri resul- 
ted in a charity spectacu- 
lar on behalf of spastics at 
the Palmieri’s _ public 
house, The Railway Tav- 
_ ern, at Tulse Hill on Feb- 
ruary 20th. The 150 pat- 


= eee Por we —" rons enjoyed a stage show 
eS S38 smen in the whie n j id- 
district who have purchased night. went on until mid 


old property, obtained govern- 
ment grants for improvements, 
and then sold at huge profits. 
The only action we ever ob- 
tained from our local authority 
by, was the conversion of a down. 
rE: stairs outhouse into a bath- 
room. The idea was that it 
would be convenient for our 
spastic lad. The work was com- 
pleted at a cost of just-under 
£600—which we have to pay 


The grand finale was the 
announcement that the raffle, 
auction and donations had 
yielded a total of £88. Watney 
Mann had donated a 10-gallon 
keg of Red-Barrel, and local 
shops supported the evening 
with donations ranging from 
chocolates and jackets to a 
voucher for a shampoo and set 
at a local hairdresser’s. 


‘a back to the Council in the 
r 
¢ event that we ever move from The show 
i here, : 
a U | The artistes included “The 
= seless Gay Birds” “— Vikki Gillespie, 
<3 ‘“ - Al Baker, Al Cooney, Nikk 
Bi: But—and here s the rub—the Young, Johnnie Jaks, and 
bathroom is entirely useless they were well supported by a 
for the purpose for which it local group “Reg and the 
was intended. We cannot get Boys.” 
| Barry’s wheelchair through a . There was spontaneous ap- 
f the door, there are no safety plause from everyone in the 
rails fitted to lavatory or the Robert Lancaster a 26- with most people in the Railway Tavern when Tony Pal- 
‘armchair type bath. The year-old athetoid, works as__ office mieri presented bouquets to his 
bathroom” is so small and Z wife, to his daughter Debbie 


a copy typist in Birming- 
ham’s Housing Department. 
His poor speech means Advanced Motorists’ 
that he generally has to test, drives to work 
communicate with other in a_ conventional car. 
members of staff by He was first employed by 
means of his typewriter. the Housing Department 
But one of his colleagues, on typing out information 
Mrs. Janet Reading, is cards and has now gradu- 
slowly beginning to under- _ ated to typing letters. 

stand Mr. Lancaster’s gar- Picture shows Robert 
bled speech and act as in- Lancaster with his “inter- 
terpreter for him. preter” colleague Mrs. 

They hope that eventu- Janet Reading. 

ally he might be able to Photo by courtesy of 
hold a proper conversation Birmingham Evening Mail 


Mr, Lancaster, who has 


_ crowded that I forbid my wife : 
passed the Institute of 


to use it when bathing Barry, 
‘since it is an accident-prone 

.. construction. We now have to 
carry Barry upstairs to the 
larger bathroom, which is part 
of her sister’s and brother-in- 
law’s flat. 


Amazed 


When I asked the local 
authority for a grant under the 
house improvement scheme, 
several of their employees 
came and looked, made sympa- 
thetic noises, then went away 
again. And yet, at one stage, 
they did ask-us if we’d like 

a ground-floor Council house. 

I was thunderstruck at this. 

: I pointed out that we were 
_ ° happy in the house we now 
occupied, and all we wanted 
was a little assistance in the 
alterations necessary to bring 
it “up to scratch.” I pointed 
ut that hundreds of people 
-—- ~~ were waiting for Council 
houses in the district, and that 
the average price of a Council 
house was in the region of 
£8,000. All that WE wanted 
was a bit of help towards a 
£1,000 worth of work to modify 
our own place. . 

So, in the meantime, we plod 
on, like a few hundreds or. 
thousands of equally handi- 
capped parents. 


And like I said, men 
like me can get away. 
from the Now of things 

for a wile. We find pre- 
occupation in our jobs, 
we travel to and from 
our work, we have 
change, distraction, a 
degree of actual free- 
dom. More often than 
- not, men like me can 
only supply the muscle 
power, the manual lab- 
our of lifting and carry- 
SE CR ie 3 
In the long run, men 
like me can only stand 
at the touchline of it all, 
and marvel; and feel sad 
at a woman’s increasing 
tiredness, and his own 
inability to relieve it... 
We desperately need 
istry of Compass- 


(who drew the raffle tickets), 
and to Mrs. Gloria, New, The 
Spastics. Society’s charity box 
collector in the South East 
London area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Palmieri were 
asked their reasons for want- 
ing to help spastics. They said: 

“It has been pretty hectic 
these last few days, but The 
Spastics Society is a very good 
cause and we have _ never 
stopped to think how much 
work has been involved. 

“All our clients are keen to 
help since they know that the 
money will be well used.” 


‘Total assessment’ for 


invited its medical social 
worker to undertake an en- 
quiry into the available facili- 
ties for the assessment, training 
and placement of severely 
handicapped school leavers. She 
was asked also to report on the 
facilities which should be in- 
cluded in a Centre for the 
further education and  assess- 
ment of such young people. 


Assistance 


This enquiry lasted for two 
years, and very valuable assist- 
ance was received from many 
statutory bodies, in particular 
the London Borough of Red- 
bridge and Hampshire County 
Council, and from voluntary 
organisations all over’ the 
country. The report states:- 


youngsters is 
new unit’s aim 


(QUEEN Elizabeth’s Foundation for the Disabled 

has announced plans for a new residential unit 
for the assessment of physically handicapped young 
people. It will be at Banstead Place, which has been 
the Foundation’s Medical Rehabilitation Centre 
since 1956, and is readily adaptable to its new func- 
tion, and where the expertise of the rehabilitation 
staff there will play a vital role. The new unit is to 
open early in 1974. 


Banstead Place helped 
to develop. medical reha- 
biliation in this country, 
and for many years con- 
centrated on teaching sev- 
erely disabled people to 
attain or regain the fullest 
activity of which they 
were capable. The need 
for such. rehabilitation has 
been increasingly recog- 
nised, and the recent Tun- 
bridge Report now recom- 
mends the establishment 
of. rehabilitation depart- 
ments in all district hospi- 
tals. 

The Foundation is natur- 
ally concerned over the 
continuing need for medi- 

eal. rehabilitation, but 


“There is general acceptance 
that there is great need for 
total assessment of the handi- 
capped school leaver and ex- 
tensive support for a centre 
equipped with facilities for 
vocational assessment and train- 
ing. Youth employment officers, 
teachers and social workers 
have spoken of the need for 
assessment to be a continuing 
process involving the child, his 
family and all social services— 
education, welfare, health and 
employment.” 


feels that it ‘should now 
develop a new service in a 
field where facilities are 
notably lacking. 


For several years the 
Foundation has been concerned 
at the inadequate help that is 
available to physically handi- 
capped schoo] leavers. Such 
young people who have been 
applying to Queen Elizabeth’s 
Training College for the Dis- 
abled or to Dorincourt Shelter- 
ed Workshop, both at Leather- 
head, have been found to face 
enormous problems and to need 
far more specialised help than 
these two units alone can pro- 
vide. 4 

The Foundation’s Executive 
Committee decided to investi- 
gate this problem in depth, and 


The need for this new Centre 
-is proven and is very great; 
indeed in its new role Banstead 
Place can hope to cater for only 
a small proportion of the young 
people who need the kind of 
total assessment which is plan- 
ned. 
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At “The Railway Tavern” Support-Spastics Night Robin 


SPASTICS NEWS II 


Daniels the Society’s Senior Appeals Development Officer, 

crowns “Miss Carriage”, alias Joe Anderson winner of the 

unofficial Miss World Contest. Looking on are Johnnie Jaks, 

the compere, Tony Palmieri, the publican, Gloria New, the 

Society’s South East London charity box collector, and 
Maureen Palmieri. 


Conference will probe 


after-school problems 


NATIONAL Conference on 

‘The Handicapped School- 
Leavers — Some Problems’, 
will take place at Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire on Saturday, 
19th May, 1973. It is being 
organised by the North Not- 
tinghamshire College of Fur- 
ther Education and Notting- 
hamshire County Careers Ser- 
vice. 

The objectives are to inform 
employees and training agen- 
cies of the potential abilities of 
the handicapped school leaver; 
to discuss common problems of 
the handicapped school leaver 


as faced by those who deal 


In late July of this year 
the Central Council for the 
Disabled is sponsoring 
the National Aids for the 
Disabled Exhibition at 
Brighton, Norman 
Weaver, FSIA, was com- 
missioned to produce a 
drawing of two hands for 
use as an exhibition sym- 
bol. The choice of pencil 
as a medium for an ex- 
hibition symbol is un- 
usual in this day of stark 
design, but it was felt ap- 
propriate to the occasion. 
The sensitive, delicately- 
executed drawing will be 
used on all promotional 
material for the exhibition 
and also for the confer- 
ence which the Central 
Council is organising to 
coincide with the exhibi- 
tion—NAIDEX 73. 
aie tt aes 


with them professionally and 
to inform employers and pro- 
fessionals of the social prob- 
lems faced by the young per- 


- gon and his family. 


Speakers include a Consult- 
ant Paediatrician, an Inspector 
of Education, a Regional 
D.R.O., a parent, and a Train- 
ing Officer for a local firm. 

‘Further details and book- 
ing forms may be obtained 
from:— Mr. D. Hutchinson, 


Head of the Work Orientation 
Unit, North Nottinghamshire 
College of Further Education, 
Carlton Road, Worksop, Notts. 
S81 7HP. 


Dene Park aided 


Winners of the Christmas draw 
held in aid of the Society’s Dene 
Park Further Education Centre, 
were: ; 

1, A. W. Morgan, c/o G.P.O., 
Redhill; 2, J. C. Brown, 95 Jubilee 
Crescent, Gravesend; 3, Mrs. M. J. 
Stevens, 14 Barbrean Terrace, 
Barnstaple; 4, D. Sargeant, c/o 
G.P.O., Redhill; 5, Mr. D. Burton, 
41 Holbrook Lane, Trowbridge, 
Wilts.; 6, G. Locke, 6 in 1 Club, 
Tonbridge; 7, Peter, 5: Fairfield 
Road, Broughton, Chester; 8, J. 
Walkden, 6 Platt Lane, Dobcross, 
Oldham; 9, Coleman, 10 Woodfield 
Avenue, Hildenborough. 


WANTED: A tricycle 
for an 11-year-old boy. 


FOR SALE: A Panther 
go-kart, £18. Telephone 
01-870-3824. 
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DOGS CAN BE HELPERS AS WELL As; Daily Express 
FRIENDS ccm 4. =| campaigns for 


“T AM self-conscious 
the ‘forgotten’ 


disabled 


ment but I don’t worry 

if I have a beautiful dog 
with me”. In these words 
41-year-old Mrs. Jenni- 

UNDER the challenging headline “Join our fight 

for Britain’s forgotten ones”, the Daily Express 

has been running a welcome campaign to spotlight 

what it called “the scandal” of indifference to the 


fer Weller explains just 
one of the reasons why 
she has started her 
“Dodis” (Dogs for the 
Disabled Society) from 


her home at 56, Police 
Station Road, West 
Malling, Kent. 

Jennifer Weller, a spas- 
tic, was unable to walk at 
all until she was 12 years 
old; and her ability to get 


around is still severely 


impeded. “Bt the psycho- 
logical effect of having 
attractive companionship 
when I go out—whether 
it is my two boys aged 9 
and 7, or my young Alsa- 
tian, Gretel,—is that I feel 
people:are more interested 
in them than they are in 
me.- = x 


“I have been training 


dogs for 15 years just to. 


help me. Though it wasn’t 
very difficult. Every dog 
I had, caught on very fast 
and just seemed to want 
to help me. They learned 
to guide and aid me when 
I was. out walking and 
shopping and, with a har- 
ness, a large dog was won- 
derful in steadying me and 
getting me upstairs. 
“Even poodles can be 
trained to fetch and carry 
for chair-bound sufferers.” 


Quite recently Jennifer. 


wrote an article for “Dog 
World,” describing how 
one of her collies had 
learned to guide her, giv- 
ing her more confidence 
than she had when using 
a stick. After publication 
she got many letters, one 


Shaun, five-year-old-son 
of Mrs, Pat Roster, Chair- 
man of the ladies’ commit- 
tee of the Shropshire Spas- 
tics’ Society, holds a poten- 
tial moneyspinner for the 
Group. 

This little piggie is one 
of a litter of 12, born to 
Beauty, a Canborough 
Hybrid gilt, which was 
given by a local farmer to 
the Shropshire Spastics 
Society. 

The farmer, Mr. George 
Pearce, keeps Beauty with 
the rest of his herd and, 
when her offspring are old 
enough, they will be sold 
in aid of Group funds. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Shropshire Chronicle 


an leo Meet 


from a Mrs, Rena Cross 
in the Oxford area who, 
though not disabled her- 
self, felt that Jennifer had 
the: nucleus, of an ‘idea 
which might be used to 
help other disabled people. 


Now they have started 
‘“Dodis,’ drumming up 
support in Kent and 
Oxfordshire, and hoping 
thereby to arouse. interest 
in other parts of the 
country. 

“We estimate it will cost 
about £200 to buy, train 
and maintain each puppy 
before it is ready to hand 
over to a disabled person. 
I shall train the first few 
dogs myself — after all, 
so far as I know, I am 


Mrs. Jennifer Weller with her Alsatian Gretel. “Dogs help disabled” she says. 


Picture by courtesy of the-Kent Messenger. 


the first person in the 
country who has trained a 
dog in this way for a dis- 
abled person! Then I hope 
to go on to training train- 
ers. We would like to find 
volunteers to keep dogs 
exercised later on, if they 
go to owners unable to do 
it themselves. 


Membership is 50p a 
year paid in to Barclays 
Bank, Borough Green, 
Kent, and Jenifer Weller 
is also keen to encourage 
disabled members. ‘““Names 
and addresses of all mem- 
bers should also be sent to 
the bank,” she says, “‘be- 
cause we shall eventually 
be starting to send news- 
letters. I have lots of sec- 


retaries. All helpful local 
ladies!” 

She’ll need a few “help- 
ful local ladies.” She 
works part-time as a 
poodle-trimmer and used 
to run a riding school at 
Sutton Valence, She still 
has two ponies which she 
uses, when she’s not riding 
them herself, to teach dis- 
abled children to get 
around on. 

“T could ride long be- 
fore I could walk,” she 
says. “I started when I 
was two years old. And I 
still find it easier and 
safer. But you can’t take a 


horse shopping .. . and 
upstairs. I still need my 
dogs!” 


plight of the disabled. 


Day by day it gave 
examples of the way 
officialdom ignored the 
needs of disabled, of the 
lack of facilities in many 
areas, and of the struggle 
of the handicapped and 
their parents to cope. 


Declared writer Alain 
Cass: ‘In the rush of justi- 


fied outrage over the 


plight of the thalidomide 
children, there is a dan- 
ger that the needs—even 
the existence—of the con- 
genitally deformed will be 
forgotten. 

“We have a nasty habit 
in this country of locking 
away what we don’t like to 
see , of institutionalising 
grief and pain — bring- 
ing them out only to pay 
lip service to compassion 
and to air our conscien- 
ces.” 

Readers were quick to res- 
pond to the Daily Express 
campaign with letters of sup- 
port, and stories of their own 
difficulties. One of the most 
touching letters printed was 
from Mrs. D. Knight of Bever- 
ley, Yorkshire, who. wrote’ 

“YOUR ARTICLE “The 

Forgotten Ones” makes us 

feel happier knowing a few 

people do care. 

We have a-17-year-old 
spastic daughter. She is 
chairbound and has to have 
everything done for her, 
we never have a full 
night’s sleep because she 
has to be turned over 


“Peaceful” holiday 
in Scotland for 
Ulster spastics 


eaceful surroundings, 
30 handicapped young 
adults from Northern Ire- 
land — mostly spastics — 
are to be the guests of the 
Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics for a 
week’s holiday in April. 


The party, with their 
attendant staff, will be 
flown to Scotland and then 
transported. in specially- 
equipped minibuses to one 
of the Council’s establish- 
ments where residential 
facilities are available. 
The cost of their flight is 
being shared by the 
Church of Scotland Social 
Service Committee and the 
Scottish Catholic Child 
Care Office, and the re- 
maining holiday expenses 
met by the Scottish Coun- 
cil. 

All the handicapped visi- 
tors and their attendants 


ie give them a break in 
p 


will be from a work centre , 


in Belfast operated by the 


Northern ireland Council 
for Orthopaedic Develop- 
ment. 


“It is monstrous that 


we as a charity should 
have to make the point, 
but in view of the situa- 


tion in Northern Ireland it’ 


is important to say that 
our guests . will comprise 
all denominations,” ‘said 
Commander. A, Cameron, : 
General Secretary of the 
Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics. 

“Both the handicapped 
concerned and the staff 
have carried on their work 
without respite in fre- 
quently frightening. situ- 
ations and we felt the least 
we could do was to offer 
them a short break in a 
relaxed atmosphere.” 

During their stay it is 
hoped to arrange a number 
of tours to places of inter- 
est as well as various en- 
tertainments § in which 


Rotary will be taking an 
active part. - Lachine teak 


> < 


Toasting her success on the Spasties Pool, Mrs. Mason 
of Bolton, Lancs., receiving a prize-winning cheque for 


£428 from Manchester City footballer Freddie Hill. 


three or four times- dur- 

ing the night. One week in 

a year she goes for a holi- 

day without us but it is 

not long enough for us to 

‘unwind. 

My husband has to. work 

a split shift so that he is 

here when needed because 

I cannot lift her. : 

Luckily. she attends a 
training centre daily which 
gives us time to get the 
housework done and to 
shop, but in spite of it all 
we will never part with her 
as long as we can look 
after her because she is 
the most. lovable person, 
and I know of a lot with 
worse handicaps than her. 

So please carry on your 
good work and we can only 
hope that something will 
be done to help them.” 

Also typical of the letters 
of support was the .one from 
Mrs. Esther M. Galbraith of 
Glasgow, who said that as a 
parent of a severely handicap- 
ped child she» was very heart- 


ened by the campaign. She 


went on: 
“From’my own experience 
I know that one has to 
fight every inch of the way 
for help for one’s child, 
and that some authorities 
do not care about the plight 
of disabled families — be- 
cause that’s what they are. 
Every success in your 

fight”. 


SPASTICS 


WEEK — 


Cont. from Page 1 


tics’) will have a much 
stronger appeal to the public. 
The old envelope had the head- 
line ‘Door Knock,’ and this of 
course is a technical term for 
a house to house collection and 
is not widely known to’ the 
general public.” 

The Spastics Society says 
that the response to the call 
for the biggest-ever house to 
house . collection during the 
week has been most encourag- 
ing. Many local voluntary 
groups which have not orga- 
nised such a collection in recent 


‘years, are planning one for 


Spastics Week ’73. Six areas in 
Greater London which have 
been virtually untapped by a 
Door Knock campaign on be- 
half of spastics have been 
selected for one during Spas- 
tics Week, and the target for 
these combined areas is in ex- 
cess of £4,000. ; 

Door knocks are just one of 


‘the events being organised to 


raise money during Spastics 
Week: As well as novel new 
ideas designed to catch the 
imagination of the _ public, 
some groups are repeating ideas 
which proved successful in 
1972. The. West Suffolk group 
for instance, is repeating last 
year’s jazz band session which 
takes place in — of all places 
— Bury St. Edmunds. Butter 
Market! 
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